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History Policy
1.		Intent
At Pelsall Village School, we believe that history is an interpretation of the past in order to better understand the present. It is the chronicle, investigation and explanation of the past, which develops an understanding of people, events and how the past has shaped the present.
At Pelsall Village School we intend:
· To develop pupils’ critical awareness.
· To understand how the past was different from the present and that people of other times and places may have had different values and attitudes from our own.
· To understand that events usually have a multiplicity of causes and that historical explanation should be considered as provisional, debatable and sometimes controversial.
· To make the subject enjoyable and interesting.
· To develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and world history.
· To develop an understanding of time and the context of events in the past.
· To develop in pupils’ minds a map of the past, a knowledge of chronology within which they can organise their understanding of the past.
· To encourage an understanding of the processes of change and continuity.
· To support English objectives within a cross-curricular creative curriculum by developing an ability to produce a historical narrative as well as the skills of non-fictional writing.
· To understand how to use historical sources, including both primary and secondary sources and frame questions about the past.
· To understand how the past is explained.
· To develop an ability to debate and make judgements about causes.
· To develop an ability to understand that explanations of past events require an appreciation of the perspectives and motives of people in the past.
· To develop independent enquiry and varied communication, employing a range of media including computing.






2	Implementation
Using the new National Curriculum as a guideline for planning, children are to be involved in the equivalent of a minimum of one hour of history per week. Each half term, children will study a different area of history starting with ancient periods of history, finishing up with a local study. See subject overview. 

In the Foundation Stage at Pelsall Village School, through our commitment to Success for All, children develop the knowledge, skills and understanding that help them to make sense of the world around them. This acts as a foundation for later work in history. Foundation Stage children have access to historical based activities related to the Age Related Stages and Early Learning Goals within the Knowledge and Understanding of the World area of their curriculum. The activities range in content but aim to enable the children to work on their ordering and sequencing skills, questioning of past events and will often relate to other areas of their learning. Learning takes place via child or teacher initiated time and exploration and application through play.

During Key Stage One children learn about familiar and famous people and events from the recent and more distant past in Britain and elsewhere. They examine similarities and differences between life today and in the past and use simple vocabulary associated with the passing of time. Children will also take part in discussion and write about what happened, considering why historical figures acted as they did, extending to see what happened as a result of their actions. Throughout Key Stage One, children will have the opportunities to use different sources of information and start to develop an understanding of causality and consequences by asking and answering questions.

The Key Stage Two curriculum aims to build upon the skills developed in the lower Key Stages. In addition to this children will also find out about people and important events and developments from recent and more distant times, making links across different periods of history. They will learn about different aspects of local, British and world history and discuss, in more detail, why things happened or changed and the results of these people or events. Historical enquiries will be carried out using a variety of sources and children consider why the past is interpreted in different ways. Children will be encouraged to use their understanding of chronology and historical terms when talking or writing about the past.

Differentiation and Additional Educational Needs
Through careful planning, the study of history will engage the children in a variety of differentiated activities. Work for pupils will be pitched at an appropriate level through the use of a variety of different strategies that include:

· Differentiated written and research tasks.
· Open ended questions.
· Wide ranging, appropriately relevant resources.
· Out of school visits or visitors coming into school to enhance learning experiences
· Additional adult support, where possible.


· A range of classroom management techniques.
· Clear objectives and interesting themed schemes of work.
· Extra materials for pupil research available in the school library, topic boxes and through computing.
· Discussion with SENCo re: consistent inclusive provision.

3	Impact

Ongoing formative observation is part of the weekly routine for History assessment and feeds into teachers’ weekly plans. Each area of the curriculum is monitored on a class excel sheet, where grades are given based on the key learning of each half term. This is in the form of a Pelsall Village Code 1-6. 

Children to complete a mini assessment at the end of each unit (where appropriate) in the form of a quiz assessing against the areas covered in the lessons over that half term. Assessment of these informs the grades given above. 
This will be more teacher led in Key Stage One and the amount of questions and style will vary depending on the age of the children. 

Summative assessment is in the form of a highlighted list of skills per medium term plan to pinpoint coverage. 
Subject coordinator to monitor and carry out planning and lesson observations, ensuring each area of the National Curriculum is being met to the appropriate standard. 
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