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INTENT 

 At Pelsall Village school out intentions for Design and technology are to prepare 

our children to take part in the development of tomorrow’s rapidly changing 

world. We provide opportunities for the children to make sense of the world 

around them through developing their designing, making, evaluating, technical 

knowledge and their cooking and nutrition skills. We also encourage the children 

to think creatively which enables the children to make positive changes to their 

quality of life and others. The subject encourages children to become 

autonomous and creative problem-solvers, both as individuals and as part of a 

team. It enables them to identify needs and opportunities and to respond by 

developing ideas, creating prototypes and eventually making products and 

systems. Through the study of design and technology they combine practical 

skills with an understanding of aesthetic, social and environmental issues, as well 

as functions and industrial practices. This allows them to reflect on and evaluate 

present and past design and technology, its uses and its impacts. Design and 

technology helps all children to become discriminating and informed consumers 

and potential innovators.  

 Where possible we teach Design technology in context, through our Creative 

Curriculum so that children see the purpose for Design technology and are more 

likely to retain the knowledge and skills taught. At times Design technology is 

taught alone when this is more applicable in developing specific skills. 

 It is important that the children at Pelsall Village School develop their Design 

technology skills as they progress through school so that they are confident and 

competent in readiness for their next phase of learning. 

Subject Skills Progression Plan including (from EY -6): 
 

 

 

 

   

 



 



 



 

  

IMPLEMENTATION 

 Design technology is coordinated by Mrs Bell who has the responsibility to 

ensure that the contents of the Subject Plan are carried out to the highest 

possible standards. 

 Design technology is taught predominantly through our Creative curriculum. 

Teachers model the correct use of equipment and discuss the rules for safety 

and any hygiene considerations. The children are given time to complete 

research for their work; complete practical tasks to develop a particular skill; 

choose an intended user; list a design criteria; create their own design; complete 

an evaluation against their design criteria; state whether their work is fit for 

purpose and to make improvements and develop their understanding of technical 



knowledge including mechanical and electrical systems. Risk assessments are 

completed where an activity may need careful consideration and the staff follow 

the guidelines as stated. Teachers cover two Design Technology areas each term 

with one having a focus on cooking and nutrition.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 We ensure that the learning of Design technology is stimulating and exciting by 

linking their projects to the creative curriculum. Children’s interests are 

integrated into each project to gain their attention and motivate the children. 

The children now have the opportunity to experience a Design Technology skills 

day. At the beginning of 2020, the children had a sewing skills day which was 

linked to a variety of sectors in the textile industry. The children have now 

experienced completing a variety of stitches and are now more confident when 

sewing a button onto a piece of material. 

 

IMPACT 

 Design technology allows children to research and develop their subject 

knowledge about the world around them.  

 Design Technology allows children to learn about a variety of inventors and key 

events. 

 Design Technology provides opportunities for the children to select from a 

range of tools, materials and components. 

 It allows them to communicate their ideas in a variety of ways including 

Information Technology.  

 The subject focusses their thoughts and decisions on the intended user. 

 It allows focus time for skills progression. 

 The children carefully consider the criteria for their design.  

 They complete labelled designs and choose the appropriate design for their 

work. 

 They use and develop their skills and knowledge to complete their work.  

 They work together as a team and individually.  

 They spend time evaluating their work, identifying strengths and weaknesses. 



 The subject allows them to understand and become more familiar with technical 

knowledge including mechanical and electrical systems. 

 Design Technology also helps the children to learn about a healthy lifestyle.  

 To understand the Eatwell Guide and its importance to a healthy diet.  

 To understand where their food comes from.  

 To prepare and cook a variety of dishes.  

 To learn about the ingredients they use and how they are grown, reared, caught 

and processed. 

Design Technology has a close connection to the subject Science where children 

need and understand about the properties of materials they are using and the 

concepts of areas such as electricity and forces. Learning and developing Design 

technology skills will support the children to obtain a variety of future jobs with a 

technology theme including an engineer, an architect, a game creator or a clothing 

designer.  

 

 


