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Special Education Needs Local Offer 2025
Including The Thrive Hive Special Resource Unit (SRP)
As part of our commitment to ensuring that the needs of all of our pupils at Pelsall Village School are met, we have created our Local Offer in consultation with our children, parents and carers, staff and governors and will continue to strive to keep you, as stakeholders, informed on how we support your children.
At Pelsall Village School, we recognise that many children will have special needs at some time during their school life and that we can and should help them. Whilst many factors contribute to the range of difficulties experienced by some children, we believe that much can be done to overcome them by parents, teachers and pupils working together.

How we identify the individual needs of children:

We feel that it is sound professional practice to work closely with the people who already children who have been identified as having a special educational need or disability before they join us. We use the information already available to identify what the possible barriers to learning may be within our school setting and plan appropriate support strategies.

If you think that your child has a special educational need, we will discuss this with you and assess your child accordingly both within school and with the help of more specialised services such as CAMHS (Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service), Community Paediatrician, Early Help, Educational Psychology, General Practitioner, Hearing Impairment, Occupational Therapy, Physiotherapy, School Health, Speech Therapy, Vision Impairment where appropriate
If teachers feel that your child has a special educational need and is not making the same progress as other pupils, this will be made known to you as early as possible. Indeed, the earlier we act and modify our provision, the sooner we can resolve concerns and support children to succeed. Our aim is to ensure that every child succeeds at Pelsall Village School.

How we involve children and their parents/carers in identifying and planning to meet specific needs:
*Pelsall Village is a child and family centred school so decisions will always be made together.

*As part of the assessment process, we will liaise with you the parents and carers regarding your child’s behaviours at home. We will take this into account so that we are all helping your child in the same way to help them progress.

*Where appropriate, we will create plans together; copies are always available to you and regularly reviewed together.

*We hold meetings with other professionals as required and encourage attendance by parents and carers – information is shared, and success is celebrated.

*Our members of staff are available to discuss concerns, or to share information that either party feels would be useful to the other.

*Resources are sent home and we use homework to repeat and practise activities that are presenting a challenge to a child. It is essential that these be undertaken at home to reinforce learning and understanding.

*We believe that working together and communicating effectively is essential, we are always committed to working alongside you in order to benefit your child.

How we use other adults and resources in school to support children:

*All our support staff are widely experienced and trained to support pupils with a wide range of educational, physical, social, and emotional needs.

*Quality first teaching is paramount at Pelsall Village School and therefore all our staff undertake small group work or one to one support as appropriate to meet the needs of the individual child.

*Our Safeguarding Manager is an important member of our team and is respected in the authority for their excellent knowledge of how to support our children and families.

*We continually work very well with outside agencies with specialist knowledge to support children.

*We have a wide range of IT equipment, reading, specialist recovery and physical movement programme material that help access and support specific learning needs and differing learning styles.
* Nurture groups are a preventative intervention to meet the learning, social and emotional needs of vulnerable children. They are discrete classes located within mainstream primary schools; designed to meet the needs of children who are not yet ready to meet the emotional and intellectual demands of school life. 

*Since 2017, we have independently resourced our own Nurture facility at Pelsall Village School. This is because we believe that Nurture groups are a preventative intervention to meet the learning, social and emotional needs of vulnerable children. They are discrete classes located within mainstream primary schools; designed to meet the needs of children who are not yet ready to meet the emotional and intellectual demands of school life. 

*The ongoing success of our Nurture facility has meant that each year it has evolved both in the quality of its Social Emotional And Mental Health provision and its expansion in numbers. At the end of the summer term in 2025, nearly 80 children were supported through the groups each week.     
The Thrive Hive Special Resource Unit (SRP) (New for 2025)
The SRP, or the Thrive Hive as we call it in school, is a small class of 16 children (at full capacity). Currently children in this class all have an Education and Health Care Plan with Communication & Language or Social Emotional & Mental Health difficulties as their primary area of need. Applications to the Thrive Hive are made through Walsall Council’s Children’s Services SEN team who contact Pelsall Village School on parent’s behalf about current availability. The SLT at Pelsall Village School will then meet the children and their parents in their school and home settings to see if the Thrive Hive is able to meet the children’s needs.   

The children in the Thrive Hive may also feel insecure or anxious about school and are therefore in need of higher levels of adult support and differentiation than can be provided in their mainstream class. During their time in the Thrive Hive, children have the opportunity to develop strong relationships with staff and other children in a consistent and predictable environment that is designed to build self-esteem, confidence, resilience and independence. 

The main aim of the Thrive Hive is to teach and enable children with the necessary skills to access their mainstream class through a carefully planned transition process.

How we modify teaching approaches for individual children:

*Pelsall Village is an inclusive school, and we prefer that wherever possible children are taught alongside their peers in class. 
*As a result, staff adapt their teaching and resources in order to cater for children’s individual needs, to offer a greater level of support, or to make work more challenging so that all children achieve their very best.

*Teaching groups are differentiated and ‘fluid’ to ensure work with additional materials is pitched at the correct level whilst offering sufficient challenge for children.

*Where appropriate, support staff are deployed to provide additional support.

*We run various intervention and nurture groups to support the needs of our children.

*Children are encouraged to take responsibility for their learning and, as a result, they can discuss which strategies and resources are most effective in supporting them.

How we assess and review children’s progress:

*We feel that it is important to review individual targets regularly, progress is discussed and once met a new appropriate target is given. There is no set timescale as once the child achieves success a new target is created in order to motivate and encourage.

*Currently, until further guidance is given, progress is measured using P scales, standardised scoring, and progress towards age related expectations within the National Curriculum at Pelsall Village School. 
*Assessment data is analysed, and pupil progress meetings are undertaken. Following this, necessary actions are then put into place to meet children’s individual needs. 

*Challenging targets are set that are based on nationally agreed guidelines and children’s progress is checked each lesson and pupils are encouraged to record their own next steps.

How we work collaboratively to use extra support and expertise:
*We refer pupils for assessments if we feel there is a need for therapy, for example, speech and language, vision or hearing impairment, occupational health, emotional and mental health needs.

*At Pelsall Village School, we access our own chartered Educational Psychologist (Dr Victoria Norman) for advice, support and for SEND assessment for children, parents, and staff. 
*We have regular support from speech and language services (SALT) to assess children, advise on strategies and programmes and suggest suitable resources.

*We liaise regularly with School Health regularly to discuss pupil needs and seek necessary support and advice. 
*We have access to support from Integrated Support Services – specialist workers who support children with behavioural, social, and emotional needs.

*We make referrals to CAMHS (Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services) to support children with mental health needs.
*We will also consider making referrals into Early Help to support parents at home if such a process is needed before proceeding to possible a EHCP request.  
*Together we review children’s progress and agree what everyone will do to make

teaching more effective and learning easier, including your child in these discussions where appropriate.

How funding works:
*Schools receive funding for children with SEND and following our assessment of

each individual we can allocate funding for resources and equipment accordingly.

*If a pupil’s EHCP (Education Health and Care Plan) identifies something that is significantly different to what is usually available additional funding is available. Parents will have a say in how this funding is used.

*Personal budgets must be used to fund any agreed plan formulated by professional advisors, parents, and school.

How children can get extra support:
*We listen to what children tell us about how they like to learn. Their views and feelings are important and have an impact on our practice.

*Our children know who to talk to if they are worried or have any concerns they wish to share.

*Our school has an open-door policy, which means that children have access to Mr Bagley, our Head teacher, Mrs Tuckwell-Allen, our SENCo and Mrs Bignell-Page, our Safeguarding Manager at all times.

*Posters are situated around school to advise pupils whom they could see if they need to talk, and we promote a Buddy system for peer-to-peer support.

*Parents and carers are welcome in school, and we encourage them to discuss issues, however small they may seem. A problem shared is a problem halved!

*Our aim is to always be supportive of the child’s needs.

How parents and carers can get extra support:
*The inclusive philosophy at Pelsall Village School aims to support parents and carers so that their child’s journey through school is a smooth, successful and anxiety free experience.

*Our practice is enhanced by your views, and we aim to consult regularly. It is vital that you are able to express ideas and be listened to. It is important to us that you are satisfied with what happens as a result of collaboration.

*Both our SENCo and Safeguarding Manager are available to speak with in school and can make home visits to support families. She can provide links with other agencies.

*Walsall SENDIAS (the Walsall Parent Partnership Service) can also offer advice and support to parents. See below for contact details.
What parents and carers can do if they are not satisfied with a decision or what is happening:
*We strongly recommend that your first point of contact is your child’s class teacher, who is available at the end of the school day or by appointment. In addition, our SENCo is available by appointment to listen to your concerns.

*If you are not satisfied that your concern has been addressed then you may speak to the Head teacher. The school’s complaints policy can be found on the school website.

*If your concern is with the Local Authority the steps are similar and Mr Bagley, as Head teacher, will log and track your complaint.

*The Local Authority has a multi-agency panel that consider unresolved issues. You are entitled to appeal against any decision made about your child that you are not in agreement with. They will offer you an independent mediator if you are not satisfied with the decision and try to help to agree a resolution with the authority. Alternatively, again, the Walsall SENDIAS (Parent Partnership Service) provide independent information and advice.
Finally …

Please be assured that we are committed to ensuring that all of our children progress well during their time at Pelsall Village. As a school with an inclusive philosophy, we believe that communication between school and home is essential in order for our children to succeed and thrive therefore we positively encourage open communication.

Should you require any further information, assistance or a chat about your child’s needs please do not hesitate to contact:

Sallyann Tuckwell-Allen JP, Assistant Head Teacher, SENCo & Nurture Manager
Glyn Bagley, Head Teacher
Stephen Hope, Chair of Governors 

Key Contact Details: 

	Pelsall Village School

Mrs S.Tuckwell-Allen JP

Assistant Head Teacher & SENCo

Pelsall Village School 

Tel: 01922 682073

Email: s.tuckwell@pelsallvillage.co.uk
Mr G.Bagley

Head Teacher 

Tel: 01922 682073

Email: g.bagley@pelsallvillage.co.uk
Mr S. Hope 

Chair of Governors 

Write to: Pelsall Village School 

Old Town Lane, Pelsall, Walsall WS£ 4NJ


	Walsall SENDIAS 

Phone: 01922 612008

Email: Walsallsendiass@family-action.org.uk
Write to: Manor Farm Community Centre, King George Cres, Walsall WS4 1EU


	Walsall Childrens’ Services / SEND Services 

Phone: Call 01922 612008 for immediate assistance. 
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Email: Send an email to Walsallsendiass@family-action.org.uk. 


24-Hour Messaging Service: Use the messaging service available on 01922 612008. 
Office: Visit the Civic Centre, Darwall Street, Walsall WS1 1TP for in-person contact. 

For more information, you can also visit the Walsall SEND Local Offer.
Contact: https://go.walsall.gov.uk/your-council/comments-compliments-and-complaints



