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Walsall Children’s Services
Statutory Information To Be Published By Schools
Excellence in SEND in Walsall


Supporting Special Educational Needs and Disability 
at Pelsall Village School including the Thrive Hive SRP.


Introduction

Every Governing body is required by law to publish information about how the school makes provision to meet any special educational needs (SEND) of its pupils. The information is available free of charge to parents of existing or future pupils of the school, the Local Education Authority, Health Services, and any other interested parties who may request a copy, either by calling into the school, or by post.

This document contains all of the required information. Further information and advice on meeting special educational needs in school is available from the government through their document “Special Educational Needs Code Of Practice (2014)”, last updated in April 2020. The school operates its policy, provision, and practice in accordance with this guidance.


SEND Policy

Pelsall Village School places great importance on striving to meet the needs of all children and young people in the school, and fully recognises that some children will require additional help to access the curriculum and fully participate in learning. Our vision for SEND and aims are set out below:


Our Vision

‘To give every child, every chance, every day’

At Pelsall Village School we believe that all children should have their individual needs met and have equal access to the curriculum. We celebrate individual differences and foster values of mutual respect preparing children for the diverse world in which we live and helping them to achieve their goals. We aim to deliver a curriculum that is personalised to the needs of each individual child at our school, enabling them to benefit from a rich learning environment. We have high expectations for all of our children wanting them to achieve to their potential and celebrating the small steps they make on their journey.

Our Aims

Our aims at Pelsall Village are to make sure our school fully implements national legislation and guidance regarding pupils with SEND by:
   
-	supporting and making provision for pupils with special educational needs and disabilities;
-	providing pupils with SEND access to all aspects of school life so that they can engage in the  
             activities of the school alongside pupils who do not have SEND;
-	helping pupils with SEND fulfil their aspiration and achieve their best;
-	help pupils with SEND become confident individuals living fulfilling lives;
-	communicating with pupils with SEND and their parents or carers and involve them in discussions 
             and decisions about ongoing and future support and provision for the pupil;

We will also ensure that:
 
-	all SEND pupils have access to a broad and balanced curriculum;
-	all SEND pupils are provided with a differentiated curriculum appropriate to the individual’s needs 
             and ability;
-	the identification of all pupils requiring SEND provision as early as possible in school;
-	parents of SEND pupils are kept fully informed of their child’s progress and attainment;


Responsibilities

The Governing Body is ultimately responsible for using their best endeavours to meet the needs of children and young people with special needs in this school.
The Head Teacher as the leader of the school is responsible for ensuring that this is translated into reality in the running of this school.
The Special Educational Needs Coordinator is responsible for coordinating the day-to-day provision for children with SEND. In this school this person is Mrs Sallyann Tuckwell-Allen JP.
All teachers are teachers of SEND and should take full responsibility for all young people and children with SEND in their class. We also employ staff to work specifically in this area to ensure that we are able to offer the additional support that is required and from time to time, may call upon professionals from outside the school to offer us additional support and advice.
Teaching Assistants and Support Staff are expected to encourage the positive participation of pupils in the social and academic processes of the school and enable pupils to become more independent learners. They undertake work/care/support programmes to enable access to learning for pupils and to assist the teacher in the management of pupils and the classroom.


Admission Arrangements

The admission arrangements for the school treat children with SEND who do not have an EHCP (Educational Health and Care Plan) exactly the same as for all other children and are administered in accordance with the guidance set out in the Admission Arrangement published by the Authority. A copy of the Admission Arrangements is available from Walsall Children’s Services.

The Governing Body believes that the admissions criteria should not discriminate against pupils with SEND and has due regard for the practice advocated in the Code of Practice, in that ‘all schools should admit pupils already identified as having special educational needs, as well as identifying and providing for pupils not previously identified as having SEND. Pupils with special educational needs but without statements must be treated as fairly as all other applicants for admission.’ (CoP 1:33)

Pelsall Village School strives to be a fully inclusive school. It acknowledges the range of issues to be taken account of in the process of development. All pupils are welcome, including those with special educational needs, in accordance with the LA Admissions Policy. According to the Education Act 1996, (Section 316), if a parent wishes to have their child with an Educational Health and Care Plan, previously a Statement (EHCP) educated in the mainstream, the LA must provide a place unless this is incompatible with the efficient education of other children, and there are no reasonable steps that can be taken to prevent the incompatibility.

The Thrive Hive Special Resource Unit (SRP):

The SRP, or the Thrive Hive as we call it in school, is a small class of 16 children (at full capacity). Currently children in this class all have an Education and Health Care Plan with Communication & Language or Social Emotional & Mental Health difficulties as their primary area of need. Applications to the Thrive Hive are made through Walsall Council’s Children’s Services SEN team who contact Pelsall Village School on parent’s behalf about current availability. The SLT at Pelsall Village School will then meet the children and their parents in their school and home settings to see if the Thrive Hive is able to meet the children’s needs.   


Making The School Accessible

At Pelsall Village School, we are committed to ensuring equality in the provision of education and opportunity for all pupils, staff, parents, and carers receiving services from our school, irrespective of race, gender, disability, faith or religion or socio-economic background. We aim to develop a culture of inclusion and diversity in which all those connected to our school feel proud of their identity and are able to participate fully in school life. 

We have made adaptations to the school environment to support increased access for children, young people, parents, and carers with disabilities and SEND:

Disabled toilet facilities
Disability access compliant doorways and ramps
Fire escape route with ramp (hall exit)
Highlighting edges of steps
Disabled parking spaces
Dedicated hygiene room

The School has an access plan, and this is available in the school offices. The school creates personalised access and evacuation plans for individuals as the need arises. Signage is clear and visible. Emergency lighting is installed and maintained. All pupils including disabled, staff, parents, carers, and visitors can be safely evacuated from the building in line with our evacuation procedures.


Resourcing SEND In This School

We receive and use resources for meeting SEND effectively in a number of different ways including resources, staffing, and training. We must recognise that children have different degrees of difficulty, so the additional support that they receive will depend upon how great their difficulty is therefore children with greater need receive more support. We call this our continuum of need and match it to a continuum of support. We use our SEND register to provision map and set out the additional activities that we undertake to provide support to different levels of need as part of our Graduated Response. 

Pelsall Village School takes its duties regarding SEND very seriously and commits significant resources to meeting children and young people’s individual needs. The resources that we offer are comparable with similar schools in our locality, and we allocate them fairly and equitably according to the level of need. They are based on our professional assessment of the level of difficulty the pupil is experiencing in relation to other children of the same age. We have a range of internal support systems including our own well established KS1 and KS2 Nurture groups as well as different external services regularly available to us for SEND support: Educational Psychologists, Specialist Sensory and SpLD staff, Education Welfare Officers, and Behaviour Support Workers. We may also call upon School Health Services, Social Services and other key statutory and voluntary agencies that work in specialist areas in Walsall.

Pelsall Village Nurture Groups

At Pelsall Village School, all our children are equally important. This applies to all aspects of their education including teaching and learning, their achievements, their attitudes and their wellbeing. We encourage all our children to aim for the highest possible standards, and we take account of each child’s individual needs and experiences. 

Nurture groups are a preventative intervention to meet the learning, social and emotional needs of vulnerable children. They are discrete classes located within mainstream primary schools; designed to meet the needs of children who are not yet ready to meet the emotional and intellectual demands of school life. 

Our first Nurture Group “Little Villagers” continues to follow the “New Primary” model where children attend part time for between 2 and 4 terms before being re-integrated back into their mainstream class. The groups form part of the whole school approach to inclusion. They provide a modified curriculum in an environment based on the principals of Marjorie Boxall. This curriculum is designed to offer practical learning opportunities. 

Our second Nurture Groups ‘Bigger Villagers’ follows the ‘100 Minute’ model where children attend for up to a 100 minute session once each week during the afternoon. Again, the groups continue to form part of the whole school approach to inclusion and promotion of positive mental health. They provide a modified curriculum in an environment based on the principals of Marjorie Boxall. This curriculum is designed to offer practical learning opportunities.

The Nurture Group provide support for vulnerable children with additional needs relating to Social, Emotional and Mental Health Difficulties (SEMH) or who find it difficult at certain points in their lives to access a mainstream curriculum or settle into class. 

Since 2017, we have independently resourced our own Nurture facility at Pelsall Village School. Its ongoing success has meant that each year it has evolved both in the quality of its Social Emotional And Mental Health provision and its expansion in numbers. At the end of the summer term in 2025, nearly 80 children were supported through the groups each week.     

The Thrive Hive Special Resource Unit (SRP) (New for 2025)

The SRP, or the Thrive Hive as we call it in school, is a small class of 16 children (at full capacity). Currently children in this class all have an Education and Health Care Plan with Communication & Language or Social Emotional & Mental Health difficulties as their primary area of need. Applications to the Thrive Hive are made through Walsall Council’s Children’s Services SEN team who contact Pelsall Village School on parent’s behalf about current availability. The SLT at Pelsall Village School will then meet the children and their parents in their school and home settings to see if the Thrive Hive is able to meet the children’s needs.   

The children in the Thrive Hive may also feel insecure or anxious about school and are therefore in need of higher levels of adult support and differentiation than can be provided in their mainstream class. During their time in the Thrive Hive, children have the opportunity to develop strong relationships with staff and other children in a consistent and predictable environment that is designed to build self-esteem, confidence, resilience and independence. 

The main aim of the Thrive Hive is to teach and enable children with the necessary skills to access their mainstream class through a carefully planned transition process.


Identifying And Meeting SEND

Children and young people make progress at different rates and in different areas throughout their school life. This may be affected by their health, absence from school, difficulties in their home circumstances, or other reasons such as their lack of English if they are newly arrived in this country. These reasons alone would not mean that a child or young person has SEND. We identify whether children and young people have SEND in the following ways:

• information that we may receive when a child or young person transfers to the school;
• considering information and assessments that we may receive from other professionals outside of the 
  educational area e.g., health services;
• identifying where pupils have greater difficulties in learning in relation to other children of the same age;
• constant monitoring of progress of individual children at regular intervals;
• considering whether the pupils rate of progress is in line with the progress of other children of the same  
  age
• listening to what children and young people and their parents/carers tell us;
• conducting our own more in-depth assessment of learning and behaviour; and
• seeking further views through consultations with other external educational professionals e.g. 
  Educational Psychologists.


Levels of Response

Early Support

As in all schools, at Pelsall Village School, all of our teachers are teachers of SEND and therefore quality first teaching remains a priority for early support of children with SEND. When we first identify that a child or young person has a difficulty and they are not making progress in relation to other pupils in the class and year group, we will plan how we are going to help them to overcome this and give a timescale and target for improvement. For most children and young people this Wave 1 “boost” may be all that is required. When we have assessed that the child or young person is then achieving within the normal ability range for the rest of the children in the class, we will judge the support to have been successful and finish the plan.

SEND Support

If the SEND support has not been as successful as anticipated and the pupil is still achieving below that of all of the other children and young people, we will continue with and possibly increase the support given and may vary the Wave 2 provision approach being taken. If a child or young person is still making very little or no progress and continues to require a great deal of support, we increase the level of planning, monitoring and review, and may discuss them with professionals external to the school which could then involve intensive Wave 3 provision. Once a child or young person is back to achieving within the normal range for the class, we will cease the support as we will judge that the pupil is back to functioning within age related expectations. We will then fairly and equitably redistribute the support to other children who have not made progress.

Very exceptionally, if a child or young person is still not making progress, we will consider along with the parents and other professionals whether to request a statutory assessment for an Educational Health and Care Plan (EHCP) of the individual pupil’s SEND. This is a very serious decision and will sometimes mean that very specialist provision such as a specialist setting may be required, as the child or young person’s needs are severe, complex, and long term. This is in accordance with the national guidance issued through the “Code of Practice on meeting Special Educational Needs” 2014 and the Walsall Children’s Services guidance and the process is detailed further in our SEND Policy as published on the school’s website.

At Pelsall Village School, running alongside a child’s SEND plan, there may be a Personal Learning Plan (PLP) - this is a document that provides an ongoing record of a child’s personal and behavioural needs to ensure their learning progresses. It belongs to the child and will stay with them throughout their time at school. PLPs are individual to each child providing them with the opportunity to comment on key aspects of their lives both in school and out and are designed to help the child overcome any personal barriers to learning.
 

Providing Equal Opportunities

Our Equality Scheme is Pelsall Village School’s response to the Specific and General Duties in the current equality legislation, which has been brought together under the Equality Act 2010. It is an attempt to capture how we are systematically establishing and implementing good practice in equality and diversity.

Through all subjects we ensure that the school meets the needs of all, taking account of gender, ethnicity, culture, religion, language, sexual orientation, age, ability, disability, and social circumstances. It is important that in this school we meet the diverse needs of pupils to ensure inclusion for all and that all pupils are prepared for full participation in a multi-ethnic society. We also measure and assess the impact regularly through meetings with our SEND coordinator and individual teachers to ensure all children have equal access to succeeding in this school.

Through appropriate curricular provision, we respect the fact that children:

• have different educational and behavioural needs and aspirations;
• require different strategies for learning;
• acquire, assimilate, and communicate information at different rates;
• need a range of different teaching approaches and experiences.

Teachers respond to children’s needs by:

• providing support for children who need help with communication, language, and literacy;
• planning to develop children’s understanding through the use of all available senses and experiences;
• planning for children’s full participation in learning, and in physical and practical activities;
• helping children to manage and own their behaviour and to take part in learning effectively and safely;
• helping individuals to manage their emotions, particularly trauma or stress, and to take part in learning.


Monitoring The Success Of Our Provision

We regularly monitor the progress of all our pupils, and children and young people with SEND are no exception. We set targets for improvement for all children and will ensure that these targets are made available to both the pupils involved and their parents. It is particularly important for children with SEND that:


• parents work with us and support the additional work that we are doing;
• we have the same high expectations for pupils with SEND as we do for all children;
• we regularly monitor and review our provision; and
• report at least yearly on progress to the Governing Body

External monitoring of our provision and arrangements is provided by the Authority and the OFSTED Inspection process. The monitoring and support arrangements for the SENCo are explained in detail in the school’s SEND policy which can be found on the school’s website alongside the school’s SEND Local Offer.

The monitoring of the SENCo is the responsibility of the Head Teacher, SLT and governors.
The SENCo has dedicated release time in order to manage the monitoring of SEND provision within the school and will report to the Governing Body, SLT and staff.


Involving Parents

We welcome the involvement of all parents but particularly those with children and young people with SEND. Without their commitment and support to continue the additional work that we do, the programmes that we put in place will not be as successful. All parents will be consulted if we decide that we will need to make additional SEND provision for their child. We will request their attendance and advice at regular reviews and ask them to undertake support activities at home. We are happy to meet to discuss any concerns there might be and see parents as equal partners in their child’s learning and progress. This is because Pelsall Village School firmly believes in developing a strong partnership with parents and that this will enable children and young people with SEND to achieve their potential. The school recognises that parents have a unique overview of the child’s needs and how best to support them, and that this gives them a key role in the partnership.


Training For Staff

All staff are encouraged to attend training and courses provided by school that help them to acquire the skills needed to work with SEND pupils. Part of the SENCo’s role in school-based INSET is to develop awareness of resources and practical teaching procedures for use with SEND pupils. As a routine part of staff development, INSET requirements in SEND will be assessed. The Governing Body will undertake a similar review of training needs. TAs’ requirements in supporting pupils’ needs will be considered frequently. NQTs and staff new to the school will be given training on the school’s SEND policy as part of their induction.


Sharing Experiences And Good Practice

As a school we are part of a Walsall wide education community. We meet together at regular intervals and share good practice. There is a local authority network for SENCo’s or Inclusion Managers which allows professionals to come together to discuss their concerns and new developments and to plan training for the foreseeable future. In addition, we:

• work closely with neighbouring schools within our area, including special schools;
• become involved, both staff and pupils, in activities that take place with other schools;
• support the transition of children between schools through planning and meeting teachers in the receiving 
  school, and transferring records and knowledge;
• ensure that, if local, children have the opportunity to visit the school and meet key staff before they 
  move.

Parental Complaints

Where parents have concerns about our school’s SEND provision, they should first raise their concerns informally with the class teacher.  We will try to resolve the complaint informally in the first instance with the support of the SENCo and Headteacher. If this does not resolve their concerns, parents are welcome to submit their complaint formally.

Formal complaints about SEND provision in our school should be made to the SENCo and Headteacher in the first instance. They will be handled in line with the school’s complaints policy as published on the school’s website.

If parents or carers are not satisfied with the school’s response, they can escalate the complaint to the school’s governing body. If the response remains unsatisfactory, parents are advised to contact the Local Education Authority and seek support from the local Walsall SENDIAS Parent Partnership team.


Key Contact Details: 

	Pelsall Village School

Mrs S.Tuckwell-Allen JP
Assistant Head Teacher & SENCo & Nurture Manager
Pelsall Village School 

Tel: 01922 682073
Email: s.tuckwell@pelsallvillage.co.uk

Mr G.Bagley
Head Teacher 

Tel: 01922 682073
Email: g.bagley@pelsallvillage.co.uk

Mr S. Hope 
Chair of Governors 

Write to: Pelsall Village School 
Old Town Lane, Pelsall, Walsall WS£ 4NJ

	Walsall SENDIAS 

Phone: 01922 612008
Email: Walsallsendiass@family-action.org.uk
Write to: Manor Farm Community Centre, King George Cres, Walsall WS4 1EU

	Walsall Childrens’ Services / SEND Services 

Phone: Call 01922 612008 for immediate assistance. 

Email: Send an email to Walsallsendiass@family-action.org.uk. 

24-Hour Messaging Service: Use the messaging service available on 01922 612008. 

Office: Visit the Civic Centre, Darwall Street, Walsall WS1 1TP for in-person contact. 

For more information, you can also visit the Walsall SEND Local Offer.

Contact: https://go.walsall.gov.uk/your-council/comments-compliments-and-complaints
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