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SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS (SEND) AT PELSALL VILLAGE SCHOOL
February 2025 Newsletter

As we approach the halfway point of this academic year at Pelsall Village School, it’s a natural time to take time it’s a natural time to take time to evaluate the progress and well-being of all our children by reminding ourselves of how to help build our children’s emotional awareness and giving them a voice. 

Thank you to everyone who completed the SEND Parent Questionnaire just before Christmas. The feedback remains very positive about SEND provision at Pelsall Village School.

Intervention programmes continue to be provided by myself & our support staff, we are fortunate to still able to offer additional support groups for reading, fine motor, Little Villagers & Bigger Villagers Nurture groups and some Beat Dyslexia places.

In our SEND newsletters, we do try to put the spotlight on a range of Special Needs topics and provide our parents with more information which we think may be useful. This term, we are championing the importance of developing communication skills – both at home and at school. In this termly SEND newsletter, we continue to keep parents updated with latest information including exerts from a range of articles which parents might find interesting as well as the normal signposting information, parent training opportunities and processes to be followed when engaging with professional agencies such as School Health and SENDIAS – the Special Needs Parent partnership Team for Walsall. 

As always, at the end of term parent consultations, you will be able to have the opportunity to discuss in your child’s progress and support in more detail as well as how you can continue to help them at home. The annual SEND questionnaire will also be sent out to parents at this time so any feedback on SEND provision at Pelsall Village School will be welcomed.  In the meantime, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask your child’s class teacher or myself, Mrs Tuckwell-Allen, Special Needs Coordinator (SENCo) to make an appointment for further discussions. 

	Developing Communication Skills: At Home and At School (The Primary Link, Spring 2025)

Sharing Books:

Looking at books, any books, as an activity itself is a lovely way to develop communication skills. It is always beneficial to sit opposite your child as they can look at your face for visual clues, prompts and praise more easily. Books are also a good way to follow your child’s interests – whether it be fiction or non-fiction. Books that might seem a little easy still have lots of value as the emphasis on shared enjoyment, rather than sitting & listening, allow children more opportunities to add their own comments and ideas about concepts and comparisons.

With regards to language development, sharing books provides so many opportunities to learn about early verbs and simple sentences up to complex grammar & more technical vocabulary. Any comments or observations made going along by the adult, rather than just relying on reading the text, gives children a wealth of vocabulary examples without the pressure for the child to speak all the time. 

Finally, books support the development of speech sounds through phonological awareness. Most books support specific speech sounds by giving children the opportunity to hear the sound being used repeatedly. Research tells us that oral language skills correlate with reading skills so children with speech, language and communication needs will benefit from any spoken language intervention – whether it be at home or school. Regular book sharing opportunities provide the space and time for these children to boost both their reading and language skills.

Making It Stick – 5 Top Tips 

Consolidation of skills is vital for both speech and language. A child who has acquired a sound, either on its own or withing a word, needs to be able to use that sound across all words in sentences and conversations to the point of unconscious competence to change their code and embed this into everyday life. Similarly, new vocabulary, concepts and thinking patterns need the same attention. Children also need to learn how to embed language pragmatically; how to think about the meaning and the context changes & to use that new learning in many different forms. 5 Top Tips to support children to make their new learning stick include:

1.Explain it someone else 
The power of teaching or explaining new learning to someone else is enormous.

2.Repeat, repeat, repeat
The more we use it within differently contexts, the more likely it is to ‘stick’.

3.Use a routine upon which to map the new skill
The habit of generalisation is the hardest thing to fit into a child’s day. Practising a new language skill in the car, in a queue or at teatime can be a great way to use pockets of time more productively.

4.Make a contract
This is a great way of instilling a sense of autonomy and ownership with a child.

5.Talk it out explicitly  
Externalising thoughts into words is a powerful generalisation tool and many benefits for a child to explain their thinking out loud.


	SENDIAS (Parent Support Service)

Walsall’s Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Information and Advice Support (SENDIAS) service provides free and impartial support to children and young people with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND), and their parents and carers. The information, advice and support we provide for children and young people with SEND and their parents/carers is impartial, free to access, accurate, confidential, comprehensive and easy to understand. The service provides advice and support to children and young people aged under 25 about:

*The law on special educational needs and disability
*Education, health and care plans and the procedures surrounding them
*Personalisation and personal budgets
*The Local Offer – this gives information about Walsall services for young people and parents
*Managing mediation, tribunals, appeals, exclusions and complaints
*SEND support in early years provision, mainstream schools and post-16 institutions
*Local provision in mainstream, resourced mainstream and special schools
*Where to go for additional support locally or nationally
*What to do when things go wrong
Walsall SENDIAS staff work between 9am and 5pm, Monday to Friday. We do occasionally leave the office for events and community outreach, however, so please phone ahead before visiting the office at Manor Farm Community Centre, King George Cres, Walsall WS4 1EU. We do have a 24-hour messaging service on 01922 612008 or you can email us at Walsallsendiass@family-action.org.uk.  


	Walsall’s School Nursing Service 

Walsall’s School Nursing service works in partnership with children, young people, and their families to ensure that children’s and young people’s health needs are supported within their school and their community.

When and how to make a referral to the School Nursing Service: GP’s and other professionals can refer children and young people to the service. The GP will need to complete our Referral Form for School Nursing Services (GP) and other professionals complete this Referral Form for School Nursing Services All referrals will need to be sent to the service via secure email address schoolnursingadmin.walsall@nhs.net. Referrals are discussed at a weekly meeting where a decision will be made about the appropriate intervention or support to offer to the child or young person. We will send a letter or email to the parent/carer and invite them to ‘opt in’ to our service by contacting the single point of access on 01922 423349. The professional who has made the referral will be kept informed about the progress of the referral.

Is a referral always required? The service has an open referral system. This means that parents/carers and young people can access the service without the need for a GP or other professional making a referral. There are many interventions that can be directly accessed by a parent/carer. 

We, as the School Nursing Service,  encourage parents/carers to follow our stepped approach to care. This means that if a child or young person is presenting with a problem and no previous interventions or assessments have been tried, then we recommend that the first option is to book onto one of our parent/carer workshops. The workshops provide information about the problem, strategies to try at home, sign posting to useful resources and other services and details about next steps if the ‘self-help’ strategies do not resolve the problem. We offer the following workshops and GP’s can advise how to contact our single point of access to book a place:

*Understanding your child’s behaviour
*Understanding your child’s emotions workshop
*Supporting your child to become toilet trained
*Understanding Common Toileting Problems in school-aged children (includes soiling and constipation)_
*Supporting your child to stop bed-wetting

Parents/carers and young people can use the single point of contact details and either telephone 01922 423349 or email schoolnursingadmin.walsall@nhs.net. In addition the service operates a ChatHealth text service. This service allows parents/carers and young people to contact a School Nurse directly via text. They contact can be made confidentially and anonymously.


	Walsall’s Holiday Activity and Food programme (HAF)

HAF is a free programme for children and young people. It runs over Easter, Summer and Christmas school holidays. Your child is eligible if they are: aged 5 to 16 & eligible for benefit-related free school meals. The Department for Education (DfE) funds the HAF programme. We want children who attend HAF to:

*eat healthily over the school holidays
*be active during the school holidays - take part in activities which support their development and wider educational attainment
*be safe and not to be socially isolated
*have a greater knowledge of health and nutrition
*be more engaged with school and other local services

We also want to ensure that the families who take part in this programme:
*develop their understanding of nutrition and food budgeting
*are signposted towards other information and support, for example, health, employment, and education
Children with special educational needs or disabilities (SEND)
Activities aim to be inclusive of your child's needs where possible. Some activities are specific to children with SEND. Each HAF activity has a description and a list of SEN support information to help you decide if the activity will meet your child's needs.

You can register for the HAF programme via the website https://haf.walsall.gov.uk/Registration. Each eligible child should have received a letter with a unique code and information about how to register. If you haven't had a letter, you can email us. You only need to register once and can access your account throughout the year.


	
Useful SEND Links (as highlighted on the school’s website)

	ADHDUK: Created for people with ADHD by people with ADHD. http://www.adhduk.co.uk/
Amazing Things Happen: A short film that explains Autism very well. Appropriate for children too. 
Autism West Midlands: Local events for Children and Families, Help and Support, Books and Resources, Outreach. Tel: 0121 450 7582 / 0212 450 7575 / 0303 0300111
British Dyslexia Association: The BDA is the voice of dyslexic people. Our vision is that of a dyslexia friendly society that enables dyslexic people to reach their potential. http://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/
The Ear Foundation: The Ear Foundation is the only national UK charity to support and to provide activities for deaf children and young people with cochlear implants, their families and supporting professionals. http://www.earfoundation.org.uk/ 
I CAN: I CAN is the charity that helps children with speech and language difficulties across the UK. The charity works to create a society where their special needs are recognised, understood, and met, so that they have the same opportunities in life as other children. http://www.ican.org.uk/

	The National Autistic Society: The NAS exists to champion the rights and interests of all people with autism and to ensure that they and their families receive quality services appropriate to their needs. http://www.autism.org.uk/
National Deaf Children's Society: The National Deaf Children’s Society is the only UK charity solely dedicated to providing support, information and advice for deaf children and young people, their families and professionals working with them http://www.ndcs.org.uk/
School Nursing Service: Single Point of Access, Harden Health Centre, Harden Road, Walsall WS31ET Tel: 01922423349 http://www.walsallhealthcare.nhs.uk.school-nursing.aspx. 
SENDIAS: Walsall’s SEND Information & Advice Support service provides free & impartial support to children & young people with SEND and their parents and carers. Tel: 01922 612008 9
Young Minds: Young Minds offer free, confidential online and telephone support, including information and advice, to any adult worried about the emotional problems, behaviour or mental health of a child or young person up to the age of 25 http://www.youngminds.org.uk/for_parents/worried_about_your_child/adhd_children?gclid=CIH_yOyA5bICFUbMtAodVTQASQ

	The Pelsall Village School SEND Pledge

	We will always endeavour:
to ensure that all pupils have access to a broad and balanced curriculum;
• to provide a differentiated curriculum appropriate to the individual’s needs and ability;
• to ensure the identification of all pupils requiring SEND provision as early as possible in school;
• to ensure that SEND pupils take as full a part as possible in all school activities;
• to ensure that parents of SEND pupils are kept fully informed of their child’s progress and attainment;

	
• to ensure that SEND pupils are involved, where practicable, in decisions affecting their future provision.

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us:

Mrs Tuckwell-Allen, Assistant Head Teacher, and Special Educational Needs Coordinator (Tel: 01922 682073 – Extension 5) or email s.tuckwell@pelsallvillage.co.uk)

Mrs Bignell-Page, Safeguarding Manager (Tel: 01922 692073 – Extension 2)


Mrs S.Tuckwell-Allen JP, Assistant Head & SENCo & Nurture Manager, February 2025
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