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SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS (SEND) AT PELSALL VILLAGE SCHOOL
Summer 2025 Newsletter

After such a short half term, it’s hard to believe we’re already in the final stretch of the academic year!
At this time of year, we normally focus on the end of year transition processes whether it be within Early Years, from Early Years to Key Stage 1, from Key Stage 1 to Key Stage 2 or for our Year 6 children, that big move from primary to secondary education and starting to think about future careers.

As always, this termly SEND newsletter will continue to keep parents updated with latest information (this time we have included an DfE timeline update regarding proposed SEND reform plans) & may include exerts from a range of articles which parents might find interesting as well as the normal signposting information. If there are any training opportunities or further information you feel could be offered by the school, please do not hesitate to contact us – details remain below. 
 
	The Department for Education (DfE) has responded to SEND recommendations from the Public Accounts Committee’s (PAC) 2025 report with a target timeline. The PAC report warned of a ‘lost generation’ of pupils amidst the SEND system’ emergency’:
 
By Summer 2025, the government hopes to announce SEND system reforms.
Since taking office, the Education Secretary, Bridget Phillipson, has repeated her commitment to fix the ‘lose, lose, lose’ SEND system she inherited. Impending reforms will be ‘underpinned’ by the government’s commitment to ensure local authorities can deliver ‘high-quality services for children with SEND in a financially sustainable way’.
The Institute for Fiscal Studies recently warned that ‘meaningful reform will be complex and costly’ as it projected that local council SEND deficits will reach £8 billion by 2027. The government will also publish a refreshed Long Term Workforce Plan to ensure the right people are working in the right place with the right skills within the NHS to support at the right time.
 
By December 2025, early intervention and inclusion definition - the government was asked to ‘better understand the reasons for increasing and changed demand for SEN support’. The DfE says it recognises the ‘urgent nature of these matters’ and highlights its commitment to delivering more inclusive education within mainstream schools based on early intervention. Giving the examples of the government-funded teaching assistant-led Nuffield Early Language Intervention (NELI), the DfE outlines how ‘early intervention is crucial’. In January 2025, Phillipson and Susan Acland-Hood, the DfE’s Permanent Secretary, told the Education Committee how TA-led NELI has ‘screened over 640,000 children and worked with 200,000’. Hinting that training for TAs could be part of upcoming reforms, Phillipson said: ‘There is a challenge around making sure that brilliant people [teaching assistants] that do so much of this work have got the training and the professional development that they need. ‘We need teachers who are experts in how they can deliver interventions for children with SEND, supported by a teaching assistants workforce who feel valued and respected for the work that they do.’ Further detail on early intervention will be set out ‘later this year’, but Phillipson has repeated how the teaching assistant workforce will be ‘crucial’ in this since pre-election. 
 
Also expected by December 2025 is the government’s definition of inclusion and the ‘expectations for inclusive provision in mainstream settings’. Part of these expectations will outline how early intervention will be used to ‘prevent unmet needs from escalating’. The DfE confirms they agree that ‘resourcing support for early intervention to help secure the right support for a child or young person without the need for an EHC plan, is crucial to prevent needs escalating’.
 
By April 2026, the DfE plans to continue work between itself and local authorities to ‘ensure that good practices from better-performing local authorities are regularly identified and disseminated’. This is to address claims that the SEN system is ‘inconsistent, inequitable and not delivering in line with expectations’. Teaching assistants aren’t mentioned in today’s timeline and potential changes to the SEND system (and associated funding) may cause concern at a time when schools are already being forced to make staffing cuts over budget constraints. However, a DfE spokesperson previously told TA Digest that teaching assistants will be ‘central’ to their inclusion mission. The TA-led NELI programme is also frequently shared as an example of good practice in early intervention, showing the value and importance of TA’s. Labour MP, Laurence Turner, recently told the House of Commons that ‘we cannot resolve the SEND crisis without teaching assistant reform’.




	SENDIAS (Parent Support Service)

Walsall’s Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Information and Advice Support (SENDIAS) service provides free and impartial support to children and young people with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND), and their parents and carers. The information, advice and support we provide for children and young people with SEND and their parents/carers is impartial, free to access, accurate, confidential, comprehensive and easy to understand. The service provides advice and support to children and young people aged under 25 about:

*The law on special educational needs and disability
*Education, health and care plans and the procedures surrounding them
*Personalisation and personal budgets
*The Local Offer – this gives information about Walsall services for young people and parents
*Managing mediation, tribunals, appeals, exclusions and complaints
*SEND support in early years provision, mainstream schools and post-16 institutions
*Local provision in mainstream, resourced mainstream and special schools
*Where to go for additional support locally or nationally
*What to do when things go wrong

Walsall SENDIAS staff work between 9am and 5pm, Monday to Friday. They occasionally leave the office for events and community outreach, however, so please phone ahead before visiting the office at Manor Farm Community Centre, King George Cres, Walsall WS4 1EU. We do have a 24-hour messaging service on 01922 612008 or you can email on at Walsallsendiass@family-action.org.uk.  


	Walsall’s School Nursing Service 

Walsall’s School Nursing service works in partnership with children, young people, and their families to ensure that children’s and young people’s health needs are supported within their school and their community.

When and how to make a referral to the School Nursing Service: GP’s and other professionals can refer children and young people to the service. The GP will need to complete our Referral Form for School Nursing Services (GP) and other professionals complete this Referral Form for School Nursing Services All referrals will need to be sent to the service via secure email address schoolnursingadmin.walsall@nhs.net. Referrals are discussed at a weekly meeting where a decision will be made about the appropriate intervention or support to offer to the child or young person. We will send a letter or email to the parent/carer and invite them to ‘opt in’ to our service by contacting the single point of access on 01922 423349. The professional who has made the referral will be kept informed about the progress of the referral.

Is a referral always required? The service has an open referral system. This means that parents/carers and young people can access the service without the need for a GP or other professional making a referral. There are many interventions that can be directly accessed by a parent/carer. 

We, as the School Nursing Service,  encourage parents/carers to follow our stepped approach to care. This means that if a child or young person is presenting with a problem and no previous interventions or assessments have been tried, then we recommend that the first option is to book onto one of our parent/carer workshops. The workshops provide information about the problem, strategies to try at home, sign posting to useful resources and other services and details about next steps if the ‘self-help’ strategies do not resolve the problem. We offer the following workshops and GP’s can advise how to contact our single point of access to book a place:

*Understanding your child’s behaviour
*Understanding your child’s emotions workshop
*Supporting your child to become toilet trained
*Understanding Common Toileting Problems in school-aged children (includes soiling and constipation)_
*Supporting your child to stop bed-wetting

Parents/carers and young people can use the single point of contact details and either telephone 01922 423349 or email schoolnursingadmin.walsall@nhs.net. In addition the service operates a ChatHealth text service. This service allows parents/carers and young people to contact a School Nurse directly via text. They contact can be made confidentially and anonymously.

	Walsall’s Holiday Activity and Food programme (HAF)

HAF is a free programme for children and young people. It runs over Easter, Summer and Christmas school holidays. Your child is eligible if they are: aged 5 to 16 & eligible for benefit-related free school meals. The Department for Education (DfE) funds the HAF programme. We want children who attend HAF to:

*eat healthily over the school holidays
*be active during the school holidays - take part in activities which support their development and wider educational attainment
*be safe and not to be socially isolated
*have a greater knowledge of health and nutrition
*be more engaged with school and other local services

We also want to ensure that the families who take part in this programme:
*develop their understanding of nutrition and food budgeting
*are signposted towards other information and support, for example, health, employment, and education

Children with special educational needs or disabilities (SEND)
Activities aim to be inclusive of your child's needs where possible. Some activities are specific to children with SEND. Each HAF activity has a description and a list of SEN support information to help you decide if the activity will meet your child's needs.

You can register for the HAF programme via the website https://haf.walsall.gov.uk/Registration. Each eligible child should have received a letter with a unique code and information about how to register. If you haven't had a letter, you can email us. You only need to register once and can access your account throughout the year.


	
Useful SEND Links (as highlighted on the school’s website)

	ADHDUK: Created for people with ADHD by people with ADHD. http://www.adhduk.co.uk/
Amazing Things Happen: A short film that explains Autism very well. Appropriate for children too. 
Autism West Midlands: Local events for Children and Families, Help and Support, Books and Resources, Outreach. Tel: 0121 450 7582 / 0212 450 7575 / 0303 0300111
British Dyslexia Association: The BDA is the voice of dyslexic people. Our vision is that of a dyslexia friendly society that enables dyslexic people to reach their potential. http://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/
The Ear Foundation: The Ear Foundation is the only national UK charity to support and to provide activities for deaf children and young people with cochlear implants, their families and supporting professionals. http://www.earfoundation.org.uk/ 
I CAN: I CAN is the charity that helps children with speech and language difficulties across the UK. The charity works to create a society where their special needs are recognised, understood, and met, so that they have the same opportunities in life as other children. http://www.ican.org.uk/
KIDS: provides a wide range of services in over 60 Local Authority areas, for young disabled people & their families & include nursery care, home-learning, adventure playgrounds, SEND mediation, information & advice services, crisis intervention, peer support for parents & carers. http://www.kids.org.uk/find-a-service 
The National Autistic Society: The NAS exists to champion the rights and interests of all people with autism and to ensure that they and their families receive quality services appropriate to their needs. http://www.autism.org.uk/
National Deaf Children's Society: The National Deaf Children’s Society is the only UK charity solely dedicated to providing support, information and advice for deaf children and young people, their families and professionals working with them http://www.ndcs.org.uk/
Rethink.org – Mental Health Services Directory: Here you will find a wide range of over 100 factsheets on topics from medication to the Mental Health Act, which have been created by experts at Rethink Mental Illness’ Advice and Information Service. All of them have achieved the Information Standard for their clarity and simplicity. 
https://www.rethink.org/advice-and-information/browse-all-topics

	School Nursing Service: Single Point of Access, Harden Health Centre, Harden Road, Walsall WS31ET Tel: 01922423349 http://www.walsallhealthcare.nhs.uk.school-nursing.aspx. 
SENDIAS: Walsall’s SEND Information & Advice Support service provides free & impartial support to children & young people with SEND and their parents and carers. Tel: 01922 612008 9
Walsall Family Hubs:  provide a welcoming space where children, young people aged 0-19 and up to 25 with additional needs and their families can go to get advice and support when they need it. Our Family Hubs are in the heart of local communities where services have come together providing one ‘front door’ access to get help and to talk to someone in a safe space about sensitive things that maybe worrying them:

North Family Hub
Address: 275 Blakenall Lane, Blakenall, Walsall WS3 1HJ
Telephone: 01922 654589
Opening times: Monday to Friday 9.00am – 5.00pm

West Family Hub
Address: Ilmington House, Crescent Road, Wednesbury, WS10 8AE
Telephone: 01922 652959
Opening times: Monday to Friday 9.00am – 5.00pm
South and Central Family Hub
Address: Birchills Street, Walsall, WS2 8NF
Telephone: 01922 654545
Opening times: Monday to Friday 9.00am – 5.00pm
East Family Hub
Address: Silver Court, Walsall, WS8 6HA
Telephone: 01922 658300
Opening times: Monday to Friday 9.00am – 5.00pm

Whole School SEND: The Universal SEND Services (USS) programme is delivered by nasen through the Whole School SEND consortium and is one of a number of programmes that are funded by the Department for Education to improve the experiences of and outcomes for children and young people with SEND. Whilst the offer is predominantly aimed at supporting the continuing professional development of educational professionals and enabling the cultural / leadership shift towards inclusive practice, we also recognise parents and carers as key stakeholders and a number of  resources - such as the Ask, Listen, Do leaflets - are aimed at helping to develop successful partnerships between families and education settings.
http://www.wholeschoolsend.org.uk/parents-an-carers
Young Minds: Young Minds offer free, confidential online and telephone support, including information and advice, to any adult worried about the emotional problems, behaviour or mental health of a child or young person up to the age of 25 http://www.youngminds.org.uk/for_parents/worried_about_your_child/adhd_children?gclid=CIH_yOyA5bICFUbMtAodVTQASQ

	The Pelsall Village School SEND Pledge

	We will always endeavour:
to ensure that all pupils have access to a broad and balanced curriculum;
• to provide a differentiated curriculum appropriate to the individual’s needs and ability;
• to ensure the identification of all pupils requiring SEND provision as early as possible in school;
• to ensure that SEND pupils take as full a part as possible in all school activities;
• to ensure that parents of SEND pupils are kept fully informed of their child’s progress and attainment;
	
• to ensure that SEND pupils are involved, where practicable, in decisions affecting their future provision.
If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us:

Mrs Tuckwell-Allen, Assistant Head Teacher, and Special Educational Needs Coordinator (Tel: 01922 682073 – Extension 4) or email s.tuckwell@pelsallvillage.co.uk)

Mrs Bignell-Page, Safeguarding Manager (Tel: 01922 692073 – Extension 2)


Mrs S.Tuckwell-Allen JP, Assistant Head & SENCo & Nurture Manager, May 2025
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