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SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS (SEND) AT PELSALL VILLAGE SCHOOL
February 2026 Newsletter

As we approach the halfway point of this academic year at Pelsall Village School, it’s a natural time to take time to evaluate the progress and well-being of all our children by reminding ourselves of how we can all help build our children’s positive attitudes and resilience whilst learning at school. 

Thank you to everyone who completed the SEND Parent Questionnaire just before Christmas. The feedback remains very positive about SEND provision at Pelsall Village School. Results are on the school website in the SEN folder with a range of other information parents might find useful where we continue to signpost parents to the range of SEND services currently available in the local area as well. 

In our SEND newsletters, we continue to put the spotlight on a range of Special Needs topics and provide our parents with more information which we think may be useful. This term, the focus is preparing for possible upcoming changes to special educational provision across the country as determined by the Government’s recent Children’s Wellbeing and Schools Bill. 

	In January 2025, the Public Accounts Committee said the system for supporting children with SEN “is reaching, or, arguably, has already reached, crisis point” despite significant extra funding being provided. The Education Committee then published a report on Solving the SEND Crisis in  September 2025. The report was extensive and contained a large number of recommendations, proposed ahead of the expected schools’ white paper due to be now published in March 2026. Headlines include:

Reforming 'Free Taxis': There are calls to end the practice of providing free taxis for special needs    children with discussions about the implications for funding and support. 
Campaigning for Rights: The Save Our Children’s Rights campaign has been active in advocating for the rights of children with special educational needs, highlighting the need for better support and recognition of their needs. 
Financial Pressures: Local authorities are facing significant financial pressures due to the increasing costs of supporting children with special educational needs and disabilities, with some councils at risk of bankruptcy. 
Inclusivity and Funding: There is a push for mainstream education to be more inclusive and properly funded, with discussions on the importance of education and health care plans for children with SEN. 
Specialist Places: The government has announced at least £3 billion to create new specialist places in mainstream schools for children with special educational needs and disabilities. 


	Useful SEND Groups (as highlighted on the school’s website)


	Collingwood Autism Support Group: meets every Tuesday between 7&9pm at Collingwood Centre, Collingwood Drive, Great Barr, Birmingham B43 7NF

contact.org.uk: offer a range of personal support for families with children with additional needs

Supported Waiting (For SEND Referrals & Assessments) Network: monthly meetings for on the last Wednesday of every month at Manor Farm Community Association, WS4 1EU. For more information or further advice please call: 01922 656463 or email pals.officer@nhs.net

CAMHS Parent/Carer Workshops (via Zoom): contact Andrea Ehgartner on 01922 607400. Next workshops are: 12.11.25 – Anger / Conduct Issues; 10.12.25 – Self Harming Behaviours; 14.1.26 – Anxiety & OCD

Walsall Sanctuary Hub offers support for those feeling overwhelmed & in need of support: open every evening from 6pm & every weekend from 12 noon at 1 Queen’s Parade Bloxwich WS3 2EX

	
Useful SEND Links (as highlighted on the school’s website)


	ADHDUK: Created for people with ADHD by people with ADHD. http://www.adhduk.co.uk/
Amazing Things Happen: A short film that explains Autism very well. Appropriate for children too. 
Autism West Midlands: Local events for Children and Families, Help and Support, Books and Resources, Outreach. Tel: 0121 450 7582 / 0212 450 7575 / 0303 0300111
British Dyslexia Association: The BDA is the voice of dyslexic people. Our vision is that of a dyslexia friendly society that enables dyslexic people to reach their potential. http://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/
The Ear Foundation: The Ear Foundation is the only national UK charity to support and to provide activities for deaf children and young people with cochlear implants, their families and supporting professionals. http://www.earfoundation.org.uk/ 
I CAN: I CAN is a charity that helps children with speech and language difficulties across the UK. The charity works to create a society where their special needs are recognised, understood, and met, so that they have the same opportunities in life as other children. http://www.ican.org.uk/

	The National Autistic Society: The NAS exists to champion the rights and interests of all people with autism and to ensure that they and their families receive quality services appropriate to their needs. http://www.autism.org.uk/
National Deaf Children's Society: The National Deaf Children’s Society is the only UK charity solely dedicated to providing support, information and advice for deaf children and young people, their families and professionals working with them http://www.ndcs.org.uk/
School Nursing Service: Single Point of Access, Harden Health Centre, Harden Road, Walsall WS31ET Tel: 01922423349 http://www.walsallhealthcare.nhs.uk.school-nursing.aspx. 
SENDIAS: Walsall’s SEND Information & Advice Support service provides free & impartial support to children & young people with SEND and their parents and carers. Tel: 01922 612008 9
Young Minds: Young Minds offer free, confidential online and telephone support, including information and advice, to any adult worried about the emotional problems, behaviour or mental health of a child or young person up to the age of 25 http://www.youngminds.org.uk/for_parents/worried_about_your_child/adhd_children?gclid=CIH_yOyA5bICFUbMtAodVTQASQ

	The Pelsall Village School SEND Pledge


	We will always endeavour:
to ensure that all pupils have access to a broad and balanced curriculum.
• to provide a differentiated curriculum appropriate to the individual’s needs and ability.
• to ensure the identification of all pupils requiring SEND provision as early as possible in school.
• to ensure that SEND pupils take as full a part as possible in all school activities.
• to ensure that parents of SEND pupils are kept fully informed of their child’s progress and attainment.

	
• to ensure that SEND pupils are involved, where practicable, in decisions affecting their future provision.
If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us:

Mrs Tuckwell-Allen, Assistant Head Teacher, and Special Educational Needs Coordinator (Tel: 01922 682073 – Extension 5) or email s.tuckwell@pelsallvillage.co.uk)

Miss Page, Safeguarding Manager (Tel: 01922 692073 – Extension 2)


Mrs S.Tuckwell-Allen JP, Assistant Head & SENCo & Nurture Manager, February 2026
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