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SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS (SEND) AT PELSALL VILLAGE SCHOOL
May 2026 Newsletter

It’s hard to believe we’re already in the final stretch of the academic year!
At this time of year, we normally focus on the end of year transition processes whether it be within Early Years, from Early Years to Key Stage 1, from Key Stage 1 to Key Stage 2 or for our Year 6 children, that big move from primary to secondary education and starting to think about future careers.

As always, this termly SEND newsletter will continue to keep parents updated with latest information (this time we have included an DfE timeline update regarding proposed SEND reform plans) & may include exerts from a range of articles which parents might find interesting as well as the normal signposting information. If there are any training opportunities or further information you feel could be offered by the school, please do not hesitate to contact us – details remain below. 

	Putting Children at the Heart of SEND Reform – NASEN’s Response to the 2026 SEND Consultation:

Schools across the UK work closely with NASEN, the National Association for Special Educational Needs, a UK-based charity bsupporting inclusive education for children and young people with SEND. It’s recent formal response to the government’s SEND reform consultation can be found in full at: Putting children at the heart of SEND reform - Whole School SEND response to the 2026 consultation | Nasen. In summary NASEN feels that: 

Whole School SEND (WSS) works with schools and local areas across England to build inclusive practice from the ground up. Delivered by a national team and a network of Regional SEND Leads and Deputies, WSS brings together experience from school and trust leadership, SENCO practice, special school leadership, and local authority roles. Our response to the SEND reform consultation, submitted on behalf of the WSS national and regional teams draws on evidence from two structured discussions held in March and May 2026, bringing together the extensive conversations our regional teams have with schools across the country. 
We welcome the direction of these reforms and share the ambition for a more inclusive, well-supported education system. Our response reflects cautious optimism: the direction is right, but we have some concerns about readiness, implementation timescales, and the risk that new language replaces old without meaningful change to practice or culture. We want to close with a concern that runs across all sections of our response. The reforms, by their very nature, focus on changes within the SEND system - expanding the universal offer, upskilling mainstream settings, creating new structures for specialist support. 
All of this is necessary. But we are concerned that it is not sufficient. The changes in education as a whole that are needed in order to truly receive greater inclusivity are not yet visible in these proposals. Behaviour guidance, attendance guidance, curriculum and assessment reforms, and accountability frameworks all need to reflect and support the inclusive intent of the SEND reforms or that intent will be undermined at a systemic level. Schools that genuinely include children with SEND need to know that doing so will be recognised and valued within the accountability system, not penalised by performance metrics that still treat GCSEs as the only measure of success.
More broadly, the schools, trusts, and local areas that already think inclusively, work relationally, and take accountability for all children seriously will probably adapt to the new system and make it work well, just as they have made the current imperfect system work. The question is what will reach the settings that have not yet understood inclusion as their own core responsibility, not a specialism to be borrowed from elsewhere, but a non-negotiable part of what it means to educate all children. New language and new documents will not do that on their own. Culture change requires investment, time, permission, and leadership from the school level up to the Department itself.
We are cautiously optimistic about the direction of these reforms. We remain committed to working alongside the DfE, regional partners, and schools to help make implementation as effective as possible. We ask that the consultation is taken seriously as an opportunity to develop and improve the proposals, particularly in the areas of ISPs, specialist provision packages, and the implementation timeline. 

	Useful SEND Support Groups or Current Local SEND Offers (as highlighted on the school’s website)


	FREE PARENT WORKSHOP - "You Are Not Alone - What You Can Do Right Now To Support Your Child With Autism / PDA" Thursday 28th May (8-9pm via Zoom) / Follow Up Q&A Session - Tuesday 2nd June (7-8.30pm via Zoom). To book a place, email asap: team@youarenotalone.community. There are 40 / 100 places left!

UPCOMING SENDIASS WORKSHOPS at Manor Farm Community Centre (Room 3), Rushall, Walsall, WS4 1EU
9th June 2026: W/S10 - Refusal to Issue / 14th July 2026: Surviving the Summer Holidays. For more information, call 01922 612008 or email: walsallsendiass@family-action.org.uk

HAF SUMMER 2026 PROGRAMME: Portal opens Monday 22nd June 2026. Check for qualifying vis email on wr4c@walsall.gov.uk or call 01922 653899. You can also check ShortBreaks eligibility criteria via the Local Offer. 


CAMHS Parent/Carer Workshops (TEAMS: 1 Hour / Groups: 12-1pm). These workshops explore a range of difficulties that children & young people may be experiencing affecting their emotional wellbeing as well as the impact of such on their families. To register interest, call Andrea Ehgartner or Nicole Whitehouse on 01922 607400: 27.5.26: Understanding Autsim / 17.6.26: Low Mood Children / 15.7.26: Anger Conduct / 23.9.26: Trauma with Attachment / 21.10.26: Self Harm with DBT Skills / 18.11.26: Anxiety & OCD
 
HCP 0-19 SEND TEAM DROP INS: Weekly drop-in sessions covering a variety of topics - toileting, sleep & emotions being just a few... Every Thursday: 9.30-11.30am at the Child Development Centre, Coalheath Lane, Walsall, WS4 1PL. For more information, call 01922 603074.

SUPPORTED WAITING NETWORK DATES: Last Wednesday of the month at 9.30am - Manor Farm Community Centre, Rushall, Walsall, WS4 1EU - 27th May 2026 / 24th June 2026 / 29th July 2026 / 26th August 2026. Call 01922 656463 or email pals.officer@nhs.net for places. 


	Useful SEND Links (as highlighted on the school’s website)


	ADHDUK: Created for people with ADHD by people with ADHD. http://www.adhduk.co.uk/
Amazing Things Happen: A short film that explains Autism very well. Appropriate for children too. 
Autism West Midlands: Local events for Children and Families, Help and Support, Books and Resources, Outreach. Tel: 0121 450 7582 / 0212 450 7575 / 0303 0300111
British Dyslexia Association: The BDA is the voice of dyslexic people. Our vision is that of a dyslexia friendly society that enables dyslexic people to reach their potential. http://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/
The Ear Foundation: The Ear Foundation is the only national UK charity to support and to provide activities for deaf children and young people with cochlear implants, their families and supporting professionals. http://www.earfoundation.org.uk/ 
I CAN: I CAN is a charity that helps children with speech and language difficulties across the UK. The charity works to create a society where their special needs are recognised, understood, and met, so that they have the same opportunities in life as other children. http://www.ican.org.uk/
	The National Autistic Society: The NAS exists to champion the rights and interests of all people with autism and to ensure that they and their families receive quality services appropriate to their needs. http://www.autism.org.uk/
National Deaf Children's Society: The National Deaf Children’s Society is the only UK charity solely dedicated to providing support, information and advice for deaf children and young people, their families and professionals working with them http://www.ndcs.org.uk/
School Nursing Service: Single Point of Access, Harden Health Centre, Harden Road, Walsall WS31ET Tel: 01922423349 http://www.walsallhealthcare.nhs.uk.school-nursing.aspx. 
SENDIAS: Walsall’s SEND Information & Advice Support service provides free & impartial support to children & young people with SEND and their parents and carers. Tel: 01922 612008 9
Young Minds: Young Minds offer free, confidential online and telephone support, including information and advice, to any adult worried about the emotional problems, behaviour or mental health of a child or young person up to the age of25. http://www.youngminds.org.uk/for_parents/worried_about_your_child/adhd_children?gclid=CIH_yOyA5bICFUbMtAodVTQASQ

	The Pelsall Village School SEND Pledge: We will always endeavor:


	to ensure that all pupils have access to a broad and balanced curriculum.
• to provide a differentiated curriculum appropriate to the individual’s needs and ability.
• to ensure the identification of all pupils requiring SEND provision as early as possible in school.
• to ensure that SEND pupils take as full a part as possible in all school activities. 

	• to ensure that SEND pupils are involved, where practicable, in decisions affecting their future provision.
• to ensure that parents of SEND pupils are kept fully informed of their child’s progress and attainment.
For any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us:

Mrs Tuckwell-Allen, Assistant Head Teacher, and Special Educational Needs Coordinator (Tel: 01922 682073 – Extension 5) or email s.tuckwell@pelsallvillage.co.uk)

Miss Page, Safeguarding Manager (Tel: 01922 692073 – Extension 2)


Mrs S.Tuckwell-Allen JP, Assistant Head & SENCo & Nurture Manager, May 2026
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